October 4th 1957: Sputnik launched, Space Age began

Sputnik 1 launched on October 4, 1957.
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SOVIET FIRES EARTH SATELLITE INTO SPACE:
IT IS CIRCLING THE GLOBE AT 18,000 M. P. H.:

- SPHERE TRACKED IN 4 CROSSINGS OVER US.
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Besides cold war speculation, this was one of the greatest events in space race that
sparkled competition, scientific/technical achievements and - eventually, led to 1969 Moon
Landing.

The satellite was 58 cm (about 23 in) in diameter and weighed approximately
83.6 kg (about 183 Ib). Each of its elliptical orbits around the Earth took about
96 minutes. Monitoring of the satellite was done by many amateur radio
operators and the Jodrell Bank Observatory. Sputnik’s R-7 booster had
previously proven itself more than one month earlier as the world’s first ICBM
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sputnik_1
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in the successful long-range test flight of August 21 (with the accomplishment
published in Aviation Week). Sputnik 1 was not visible from Earth but the
casing of the R-7 booster, traveling behind it, was.

You can check some very detailed technical informations about the Sputnik satellite here:

SPUTNIK 1 (RUSSian: “Ciy 1%, “SATELLITE-I®. 11C-1 {PS5-1. LE. “Ilpocr . OR ELEMENTARY SATELLITE-N) WAS THE FIRST ARTIFICIAL EARTH SATELLITE.
IT WAS a 58 cv (23 in) METER POLISHED METAL SPHERE. Wi ANAL RADIO ANTENNAS TO BROAOCAST BADIO PULSES. THE SOVIET LNION
LAUNCHED IT INTO AN EL ICAL LOW EARTH ORBIT ON 4 OCTOBER 195 VISIBLE ALL AROUND THE EARTH ANO ITS RADIO PLILSES WERE

DETECTABLE. THE SURFR SUCCESS PRECIPITATED THE AMERICAN SPLY SIS AND TRIGGERED THE SPACE FAACE. A PART OF THE LARGER COLD WAR.
THE LAUNCH USHERED IN NEW FOLITICAL, MILITARY, TECHNOLOGICAL, AND SCIENTIFIE OEVELOPMENTS.
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http://www.russianspaceweb.com/sputnik_design.html
http://www.russianspaceweb.com/sputnik_design.html
https://unusualsuspex.deviantart.com/art/Sputnik-1-Tech-Readout-new-470662574
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